Benton Village Board Minutes 

January 20, 2010


The regular meeting of the Benton Village Board was called to order by Village President, Gary McCrea, at 7:00 p.m. in the conference room of the Benton Business Incubator Building at 244 Ridge Avenue on Wednesday, January 20, 2010, with the following members present: Gary McCrea, Rose Walton, Terry Sheffer, Lisa Lawrence, Ron Fladseth, Lori Droessler and Katey Neis. Absent: none. Citizens: Carl Langkamp. Consultants: none. Village employees present: Darnell Hendricks and Jim Goffinet. Others present: Police officer - Eric Seiler. In compliance with the open meeting law, proper notice of the meeting had been posted in four public places; the Zephyr Depot, Benton State Bank, Benton Post Office, and the Benton Business Incubator Building. 

Jim Goffinet arrived at 7:10 p.m.

Motion (Droessler, Lawrence) to purchase new tires for the 6120 John Deere tractor from GCR in Darlington, WI for the total of $839.54.  Roll-all ayes. Carried.

Motion (Sheffer, Walton) to authorize village employees to assist in painting and cleaning at 48 W. Main Street to assist the library in moving into the entire building including a storage area in the back of the building that will now be a part of the library. Roll-all ayes. Carried.

Motion (Sheffer, Fladseth) to move the village’s police department office from 48 W. Main Street to 244 Ridge Avenue. Roll-all ayes. Carried.

By general consent the board approved the December 2009 Police Report. Officer Seiler advised the board he was working on several ongoing issues within the village, including: abandoned vehicles, parking on sidewalks, and alternate side parking. 

A discussion was held related to the no parking on the west side of Catherine Street from Main Street to where Catherine Street widens. By general consent it was agreed that this area should be kept no parking. 

Carl Langkamp was present to discuss a resolution that would be an Addendum to Mutual Aid Box Alarm System Agreement. The purpose of the resolution is to have an agreement in place which states that the village board agrees that equipment is authorized to leave the village and be used to assist others in the case of a major disaster. This resolution will be put on the February 20, 2010 regular agenda. 

Langkamp also asked the board to consider ideas for what the fire department is planning in the future for its 18 West Main Street building.

President Gary McCrea encouraged all the village board members to phone legislative representatives regarding opposing the Wisconsin Department of Revenue’s County Assessment proposal. 

McCrea inquired as to whether the board would like to consider a change in the regular  meeting time for village board meetings from the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. to the third Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. The board agreed by general consent to make this time change. Hendricks will draft the necessary ordinance change. 

The second reading of the ordinance change related to 9-4-3 Private Well Abandonment was read. Motion (Walton, Fladseth) to approve the ordinance change related to 9-4-3 Private Well Abandonment.   Roll-all ayes. Carried.

The first reading of the ordinance change for 5-2-9 Outdoor and Refuse Burning was completed. A discussion was held regarding the changes proposed to the current outdoor burning limitations in the current ordinance. A second reading and further discussion will take place at the February 20, 2010, regular meeting. 

Motion (Lawrence, Neis) to approve a bid from Opening Specialists to install an assisted door for the Benton Business Incubator building in the amount $2,645.00, of which $1,500.00 will be paid for with a grant. Roll-all ayes. Carried.

Literature was distributed related to the Southwest CAP Lift program. Kate Moran will be present at the next regular meeting to discuss this program further. 

Motion (Walton, Neis) to authorize the passage of Resolution 2010-001 Opposing the Wisconsin Department of Revenues proposal for County Assessment. Roll-all ayes. Carried.

The claims against the Village were presented for payment. Motion (Sheffer, Walton) to pay the claims against the Village. Roll-all ayes.  Carried.
Motion (Walton, Neis) to adjourn. Voice-all ayes. Carried. The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 

I, Darnell Hendricks, Village Clerk-Treasurer of the Village of Benton, do hereby certify that the above is a true copy of the original minutes of the regular meeting of the Benton Village Board   held at 7:00 p.m. on the 20th day of January, 2010.

______________________

Darnell Hendricks

Village Clerk/Treasurer

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this ___ day of ____, 2010.

____________________________, Notary Public, Lafayette County, WI

My commission expires____________.

Approved as of February 17, 2010


